SERMON  PLAN:
Date: 

Series Theme:  Thank God, I’m a Methodist II

Sermon Title:  Joyful Singing

Sermon Purpose:  (Choir recruitment Sunday) Embrace all songs.

Scriptures:


                 


Major ideas:

	Psalm 100: 1-2
	SING AND REJOICE ALWAYS!


Intro:  Biblical theme Songs
The TEXT :  

1.
What was singing Prior to Wesley


a.
German singing was peaking


b.
Martin Luther changed German hymnody,


c.
The Moravians took it up another notch, introducing harmony’s to Psalms.

2.
John Wesley - 


a.  Moravian Influence opened his mind to heart felt singing as more helpful to new converts.


b.
While in Georgia Wesley compiled a new hymnal for singing church hymns – the first ever used in Anglican Churches.


c.
He would publish 40 more, only 4 with actual musical notation for tunes.

3.   Methodists Singing was notworthy


a.  Methodists sang harmony’s and often bass viols


b.  Methodists tunes came from all walks of life, Wesley’s stole melodies from everyone, esp. Handel, Bach,  Purcell, as well as common melodies often sung in popular public places.  If it was catchy, it deserved a sacred text!


c.
Methodists songs were not psalms, they were about conversions, turning from sin, following God, going on to better living, emotional content, Biblical Themes, New Testament Language.


d.  Methodists would break into song at any time.


e.  American Methodists continued the trend, adding gospel singing in African churches, elements of Jazz, syncopation, free meters, 


f.  Guitar Music, folk tunes, in the 1960’s, rock bands in the 1980’s amd 90’s.
Conclusion:  In 1804 the American Methodist Church banned organs in worship.  In 1812 they rescinded that ban.


In 1970 there were few handbell choirs, and very little music written for handbells.


If the music praises God, if it touches our souls, if it speaks our hearts message, in language all can speak, then it is appropriate in a Methodist Church.

What if Biblical Characters got to pick theme songs – like baseball players?


Noah: "Raindrops Keep Falling on My Head" 
Adam and Eve: "Strangers in Paradise"

Samson: "Hair"
Daniel: "The Lion Sleeps Tonight" 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego: "Great Balls of Fire!" 
The Three Kings: "When You Wish Upon a Star" Methuselah: "Stayin' Alive" 


Only a few years after the beginning of the Wesleyan movement, John Scott commented in his Fine Picture of Enthusiasm (1744) that the Methodists already had some of the most melodious tunes ever composed for church use. And of their singing, he said, “There is great harmony in their singing, and it is very enchanting.” Another writer commented in 1787 that “for every person drawn away from the Anglican Church by good preaching, ten had been drawn away by music.” 
Some of this jealousy appeared in print. A 1762 pamphlet includes a chapter entitled “The Methodists’ profane Manner of Singing.” Its author criticizes Anglican churches for singing light music, but says that at least they hadn’t gone so far as the Methodists, who sang popular ballad tunes in church.” 
Garrison Keeler on Methodist singing.

Scripture

Psalm 100

All Lands Summoned to Praise God

A Psalm of thanksgiving.
1 Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth. 
2   Worship the Lord with gladness;
   come into his presence with singing. 

