SERMON  PLAN
Date:  

Series theme: Thank God, I’m a Methodist

Sermon Title:  “Free Thinkers”
Sermon Purpose:  Embrace the cause of Education for all

Scriptures:


                 


Major ideas:

	Matthew 23: 1-12
	Willing to see evil and call it out, we encourage the use of the mind over the dogma of religious calcification.


Intro:  The Pastor always Wins
The TEXT :  
1.  Susana Wesley


a.
On their 5th birthday each child learned their alphabet, the next day they began to learn to read.

b.
Education was important in the Wesley home.

c.
John Wesley one of the most brilliant men of his day.
2.
People need to rise to their potential.   Education is critical.

a.  1784 Christmas Conference.  63 preachrs of the 83 in America gathered to establish a new Church in the world.  Only 1 had ever been to college.  Yet one of the first actions was to establish a new college.  Since then hundreds of colleges, universities and seminaries have been established.


Literally millions of people have been educated in Methodist colleges.  
3.   Mary McLeod Bethune

a.  Born the 15th of 17 and the first free child of poor slave in So. Carolina.  Picked cotton when she was 5.

b.
Literary and Industrial Training School for Negro Girls in Daytona, c. 1904. With $1.50 in funds.

b.  Raised in a Methodist Church she came back to the Methodist Church when it offered her help in Uniting with Cookman College for Men.
Conclusion:  We honor one another when we listen with respect, when we raise with equal zeal, all people to find their strengths and voice in the education of their minds.
The minister was passing a group of young boys sitting on the lawn near the church and stopped to ask what they were doing.

"Nothing much, Pastor," replied one boy. "We were just seeing who can tell the biggest lie about their sex life." "Boys, boys, boys!" he scolded. "I'm shocked. When I was your age, I never even thought about sex."

All the boys looked at each other and then in unison they all replied, "You win!"


Samuel Johnson, center of England's most esteemed literary circle, knew Wesley. "You talk well on any subject, sir," enthused Johnson to Wesley in one of his renowned meetings. "Cross your legs and stay a while longer."
     "Pardon me, sir, but I am obliged to meet with a widow and her family in an hour," explained John. "I must go."
     "You are always in hurry, sir," complained Johnson.
     John replied with the answer he gave to this complaint on many occasions. "No, sir. I am always in haste, but never in a hurry. I never undertake more than I can do with perfect calmness of spirit."
Scripture
Matthew 23:1-12

Jesus Denounces Scribes and Pharisees

Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, ‘The scribes and the Pharisees sit on Moses’ seat; therefore, do whatever they teach you and follow it; but do not do as they do, for they do not practise what they teach. They tie up heavy burdens, hard to bear and lay them on the shoulders of others; but they themselves are unwilling to lift a finger to move them. They do all their deeds to be seen by others; for they make their phylacteries broad and their fringes long. They love to have the place of honour at banquets and the best seats in the synagogues, and to be greeted with respect in the market-places, and to have people call them rabbi. But you are not to be called rabbi, for you have one teacher, and you are all students. And call no one your father on earth, for you have one Father—the one in heaven. Nor are you to be called instructors, for you have one instructor, the Messiah.j The greatest among you will be your servant. All who exalt themselves will be humbled, and all who humble themselves will be exalted. 

