SERMON  PLAN
Date:

Series theme:  Thank God I’m a Methodist
Sermon Title:   An Endless Line of Splendor

Sermon Purpose:  Put us in the line!
Scriptures:


                 


Major ideas:

	1 John 3:11
	11 For this is the message you have heard from the beginning, that we should love one another.

	
	


Intro:  The Genie at the Staff Meeting

History is about yesterday but it reminds us, there is work to be done today. There is greatness in today, there is greatness in you!
I.  Jedediah Strong Smith – One of the First Mountain Man – 


1799 – 1831  A Methodist Preacher – devout, he always carried a Bible.  Preached the first sermon in the Dakotas in 1823.  Also preached often at the rendevoux in the rockies of Mt. Men.  Never drank, smoked, swore, and always shaved.  He resisted all the vices of his day even though he was surrounded by men who gave in to them.


He established the American West as a frontier that was accessible to the eastern travelor.  Perhaps traveled more on foot in less time than any other white man.

II.  Senator Charles Maclay –


1822 – July 19, 1890 – A Methodist Preacher came west from Pennsyvania in 1851.  Built a small fortune in Saratoga, bought the mill and established a tannery.  Elected a State Representative as a Republican in 1861.  Later elected a State Senator as a Democrat from San Jose.  Built the first church in Santa Clara, and First Methodist in San Jose.  Helped establish University of the Pacific, and San Jose State.  After his mill burned he rebuilt but eventually lost everything.


Moved to So. Cal in securing a loan from Leland Stanford he bought most of Northern San Fernando Valley from Andres Pico, even living in the Pico Rancho in SF for a year as he built his own house.  Also, helped build SF Methodist Church which later served as the first home of the Maclay Seminary which later moved to USC, and later still to Claremont School of Theology.  USC was also started by Maclay and his nephew Judge Maclay.
III.  Anna Howard Shaw – 


1847 in England – 1919   One of the first women granted a license to preach by the Methodist Episcopal church at 14.  Second woman to graduate from the Boston Universtiy School of Theology, a Methodist School.  She was ordained into the Methodist Protestant Church in 1880.  While serving a church in East Dennis, MA she also completed her Dr. of Medicine.


She traveled in Europe and was the first woman to preach in Amsterdam, Berlin, Copenhagen, London, and Sweden.

A close friend of Susan B. Anthony she was a leading force for sufferage. 

She was awarded the Distinguished Service Medal in 1918 in her work to help establish the league of nations and her advocacy for womens rights and peace issues.  Died in 1919 just befor the passage of 19th amendment.
V.  Brother William Wesley Van Orsdel


 1848 Hunterstown, PA – Died Dec. 19, 1919 in Great Falls, Montana.  


Arrived in Montana in 1872, traveled all around the state before wintering in Helena.  He quickly became known to all whites and native americans as Brother Van.  Was popular with all, the Blackfeet called him “Great Heart”, and took him on Buffalo hunts.

He would preach in bars on Sunday mornings, and evenings.


He established the Montana Wesleyan College.

He established the Deaconess Hospital of Helena, later adding 6 more hospitals.


Built the Deaconess Children’s Home in 1909.


Tried to retire at 70 was encouraged to stay on as Superintendent of Montana.

VI.  Bishop Lawi Imathiu.

Elected to be the first Bishop of Kenya when the Kenyan Methodist Church became autonomous in 1967.  The denomination had only 8,000 members then but grew to over 450,000 by 2013.

His oversaw the creation and expansion of the church building schools, hospitals, agricultural demonstration farms, Methodist Hospital in Meru and the Kenya Methodist University.

He was the 2005 recipient of the World Peace Award from the World Methodist Council, for his courageous opposition to Idi Amin and his work against apartheid in South Africa.

Conclusion – An then there is YOU, there is ______________ Church.   What Greatness is God Calling us to Do in Jesus name?

Whose lives will be changed because we were the presence of Jesus in this place in this time?

All of these people raised the lives of people around them, and preached life in Christ.  All called the church to greatness.

You, each and every one of you are marching in this endless line of Splendor.  And there is still much work to be done as we strive to help every person experience the power and love of Jesus Christ.
A Genie interrupts a staff meeting to grant three wishes to the Pastors staff.  Secretary wishes to be on a tropical paradise – whosh she vanishes,  Associate Pastor wished to be in a beautiful forrest hiking – whose she vanishes.  Just as they began to enjoy their new sorroundings they find themselves bck in the Pastor’s office.  Dumbfounded they ask the pastor what he had wished for, “Well, I looked down at this long agenda and all the work we have before us, and I just said, “Wow, I wish I had my staff back to get all this work done.”

