SERMON  PLAN:


Date:  
Series theme: Thank God, I’m a Methodist

Sermon Title:   Going on to Perfection

Sermon Purpose:  Introduce Wesley’s Idea of Perfection.
Scriptures:


                 


Major ideas:

	Matthew 5: 43-48
	The mere idea that perfection still lies before us and is somehow, even fleetingly available to us is both exciting and terrifying.  But we must give up being perfect in everything, and strive to be perfect ONLY in LOVE.


Intro:  Winning on the wrong horse

I.  Perfection – It seems to be expected.


A.  Matthew 5 seems to set Perfection as the Christian standard.
“Be perfect as your heavenly father is perfect.”

We cannot say, “Well, only God and Jesus are perfect”, because Jesus has commanded us to be as perfect as God.  So we must Go on to Perfection.
B.  Matthew 19  Jesus clearly offers the rich young man a way to achieve perfection:  “If you wish to be perfect, go, sell your possessions, and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.”  

So, Perfection includes everything – Money, Family, Charity.
C.  In 2 Corinthians Paul notes a pray/conversation with Jesus in which Jesus instructs Paul in perfection: , “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness.”  So?  So, no excuses Paul can be content in his weakness because it allows him to reach perfection in Christ, when he puts down his strength and lets Jesus be his strength.

D.  Finally, John 17:23 in which Jesus prays that his followers may be made perfect, just as he is perfect in the father.  Jesus expects the whole church to strive for perfection.
II.  Perfection – Wesley decided that it was our goal.


A.  Are you going on to Perfection?

1.
Wesleyan Perfection became highly controversial because the traditional church position was that only Jesus could be perfect as a human being and that all the rest of us must fall short due to original sin.

2.
But Wesley argued that in the Justifying Grace of Jesus, we are freed from our sins, and that sometime after that event we may be able to achieve perfection in this lifetime.

3.
Perfection will likely be fleeting, we will likely fall away from it and tend toward sin again, but even then we might regain our composure and re-achieve perfection.

4.
Perfection is in Love Alone.  It is a selfless, humble, totally giving act.  It is a moment in which we are so purely motivated and so loving in our actions, that we might even be unaware of our own perfection in the moment.  But we will know it as we move away from it, that it was a moment of perfect compassion and perfect love.

5.
You can’t buy your way to perfection.  Bombeck.

Conclusion:  The ULTIMATE EXAMPLE of this perfect love is of course Jesus willingness to sacrifice himself upon the cross for our sakes.  And the perfect example of Justifying Grace is Jesus gift to us in Holy Communion.

--   --   ---   ---   

Two Kentucky farmers who owned racing stables had developed a keen rivalry. One spring, each of them entered a horse in local steeplechase. Thinking that a professional rider might help him outdo his friend, one of the farmers engaged a crack jockey. 
The two horses were the leading the race at the last fence, but it proved too tough for them. Both horses fell, unseating their riders.
But, this calamity did not stop the professional jockey. He quickly remounted and won the race.
Returning triumphantly to the paddock, the jockey found the farmer who had hired him fuming with rage. "What’s the matter," asked the jockey. "I won didn’t I?" "Oh, yes," roared the farmer. "You won all right, but you still don’t know, do you?"
"Know what?" asked the jockey. 
"You won the race on the wrong horse!"
Sometimes we win only to discover we’ve been riding the wrong horse.
- - - 

Famed comic columnist Erma Bombeck tells about her attempts to live up to others' expectations of her: "I did as I was told. I was fussy about my peanut butter, fought cavities, became depressed over yellow wax buildup .... I was responsible for my husband's underarms being protected for 12 hours. I was responsible for making sure my children had a well- balanced breakfast. I alone was carrying the burden for my dog's shiny coat .... We believed if we converted to all the products that marched before our eyes, we could be the best, the sexiest, the freshest, the cleanest, the thinnest, the smartest and the first in our block to be regular. Purchasing for the entire family was the most important thing I had to do."
You can’t buy your way to perfection.  You have to “LOVE” your way to perfection.
- - - -

Love for Enemies

43“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45so that you may be children of your Father in heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous. 46For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? 47And if you greet only your brothers and sisters, what more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? 48Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.
- - - -

Matthew 19: 16-22

16Then someone came to him and said, “Teacher, what good deed must I do to have eternal life?” 17And he said to him, “Why do you ask me about what is good? There is only one who is good. If you wish to enter into life, keep the commandments.” 18He said to him, “Which ones?” And Jesus said, “You shall not murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; 19Honor your father and mother; also, You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 20The young man said to him, “I have kept all these; what do I still lack?” 21Jesus said to him, “If you wish to be perfect, go, sell your possessions, and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” 22When the young man heard this word, he went away grieving, for he had many possessions.
- - - -

2 Corinthians 12: 7-10

Therefore, to keep me from being too elated, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me, to keep me from being too elated. 8Three times I appealed to the Lord about this, that it would leave me, 9but he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness.” So, I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me. 10Therefore I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities for the sake of Christ; for whenever I am weak, then I am strong.
- - - -

John 17:20-23

20Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their word; 21That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. 22And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one: 23I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me.

- - - -
