Month XX, 20XX
First Day of Lent

Ash Wednesday 
Prelude:

Silent Prayer on Entry:


O Blessed Lord Jesus, as I begin this season of Lent, preparing for the great celebration of Easter; I come and seek your gracious forgiveness.  I ask that you would find it in your heart to look away from those times when sinful thoughts and actions have been a part of my life.  Help me in this time to feel your love and forgiveness.  Give me the strength I will need to really change.  Help me live a more loving and spiritual life, following your blessed example.  Amen.

*Call To Worship:
________
Leader:
"Rend your hearts and not your garments, says the Lord.


Return again to the Lord your God.

People:
For God is gracious and merciful.  


Slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

Leader:
With what shall I come before the Lord, 


and bow myself before God on high?

People:
God has shown you what is good; 


and what does the Lord require of you, but to do justice,

and love kindness, and walk humbly with your God.

*Hymn 357
"Just as I Am, without one Plea” 
verses. 1, 2, 3
*Invocation
_____________

Almighty and ever loving God, we know that you have created everything that exists, we know that you love us and that your love brings forgiveness to those who sincerely seek it:  enter us in a powerful way that our hearts will be made new, that our will would serve your will, that our lives would magnify your love; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Scripture: 
Matthew 3: 13- 4:17
______________
Call to Confession
______________

Let the wicked turn away from their past actions, and those of impure hearts from their evil thoughts: let them return to the Lord, and God will have mercy upon them and pardon their sins out of the greatness of divine love and grace.


God offers the sacrifice of Christ on our behalf: a broken body and a life returned.  God will not despise our broken spirits.  God will not despise our contrite hearts.


When we confess our sins, God is faithful and just, and forgives our sins, and cleanses us of our past actions.

Prayer of Confession
__________

Almighty God, creator of all things, who watches the actions of all people and whose love forgives the most terrible sins:  look with love and forgiveness upon our lives, for we are certainly guilty of sin.  The thought of our sins is terrible to us.  We are sorry for these actions, and often inaction's, which have tarnished our souls.  Forgive us, O Lord.  From your great love for us and in memory of your son Jesus Christ, forgive us we pray.  Raise us beyond these dark shadows of our past so we can see more clearly the work that you lay before us.  Let our lives be modeled after Jesus Christ, who loved perfectly, who gave of himself wonderfully and whose great love for us moves us still.  We pray in his name.  Amen.

Meditation:
“message title”
_________
*Invitation to Reaffirm the Vows of Baptism:


We who call ourselves the church are bound by our covenant with God.  The sacrament of Baptism is central to our covenant.  Through it we are welcome into Christ's holy church and saved from the consequences of our own sins.  Through the reaffirmation of that covenant we recognize that God's hand is still working in our lives, and we commit ourselves anew to being Christ's holy people.  If you would renew your vows of baptism please stand in place and affirm these vows:
___________:   Do you seek to turn away from those forces that have caused you to sin, and through this act of baptism accept salvation through Jesus Christ which cleanses us of all our sins?

People:  I do.

___________:  Do you believe in God and accept the gift of life given you by the grace of God Almighty?

People:  I do.

___________:  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, by whose grace you are freed from the errors of your past and are called and empowered to meet the full promise of your life?

People:  I do.

___________:  Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, and will you prayerfully seek God's guidance so that your commitment to Christ will continue to grow and your life may be an example of Christ's love?

People: I do and I will.

Instructions: 


Reaffirmation of Baptism

(As you approach the pastor please speak your first and middle names.


 These are the names you were baptized with originally.)
"Name, Remember your baptism and be thankful. Amen."

Each person may affirm their baptism by saying: Amen.

Addressing all who have so rededicated their lives and reaffirmed their baptism.

__________:  May the Holy Spirit work within you,

that having been born through water and the Spirit,

you may live as faithful disciples of Jesus Christ.  Amen.
Amen.

Prayer of Thankfulness
____________

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the gift of life that we enjoy each day, for the gift of families and this church family, for the blessings of Jesus Christ, and for his great act of salvation.

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the newness of our lives this day, for the greatness of your forgiving love, for the wonder of your renewing presence, for the opportunities of each new day and for your call to follow Jesus in the service we perform and the love we share.


We give you thanks and we renew our pledge to be faithful to the work of your blessed church.  Strengthen us today, that we may strengthen your church through our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service and our witness.  In all that we do, let your name be glorified and praised, O Lord.
Through Jesus Christ we pray.  Amen.

*HYMN: 357
"Just as I Am, Without one Plea” 
verses. 4, 5, 6

*Benediction
_____________
Postlude: 

Ash Wednesday

20XX
“Title”

7:00 pm

Church Name
Address
Web site

Phone #
